
PALMETTO RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS BAND TRIP MEETING 
 
Monday, August 21, 2017 

 
1. Is this trip a required trip? No, this trip is completely optional. 

 
 

2. What is the purpose of this trip? To give students the opportunity to perform in the Universal 
Studios STARS Holiday Parade.  
 
 

3. When will this trip take place? We are leaving before 5:00am on Saturday, December 9th and 
returning later that evening around midnight. 
 
 

4. What is the estimated cost of this trip? $150.00 
 

5. What if my student is a Universal Studios Seasonal/Annual Pass Holder? The trip cost for 
students who will be using their Seasonal/Annual Universal Studios is $70.00. These students 
will have to have their annual passes in possession upon arrival at the park. Please make 
sure that your student’s annual pass is up to date. If a student’s annual pass does not 
work at the gate, they will have to purchase a park ticket at the gate at the parent’s 
expense. The group rate ticket will not be available for purchase at the gate. 

 
6. What is included in the cost of the trip?  

a. Coach bus travel throughout the trip 
b. One day park admission to the Universal Studios and Islands of Adventure Theme Parks 
c. Two meals tickets which will be used to purchase lunch and dinner at these locations:  

Universal Studios: Leaky Cauldron, London Taxi Hut, Mel’s Drive-In, Beverly Hills 
Boulangerie, Monsters Café, Louie’s Italian Restaurant, KidZone Pizza Company, 
Richter’s Burger Co., San Francisco Pastry Shop, and Fast Food Boulevard. 
Islands of Adventure: Croissant Moon Bakery, Café 4, Captain America Diner, 
Comic Strip Café, Blondie’s, Wimpy’s, The Burger Digs, Pizza Predattoria, Thunder 
Falls Terrace, Three Broomsticks, Fire-Eater’s Grill, Circus McGurkus Café Stoo-
pendous, and Green Eggs & Ham Café. 
Universal CityWalk: Hot Dog Hall of Fame, Bread Box Handcrafted Sandwiches, 
Hard Rock Café Orlando, Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville, and Bubba Gump Shrimp Co. 
Restaurant & Market.  

 
7. What is not included in the cost for students?  

a. Breakfast for Saturday morning (Students will have to bring a packed breakfast. We will 
only be stopping for restroom breaks.) 



b. All spending money 
 

8. How will students pay for this trip? There are three options: 
a. Pay the entire amount out of pocket 
b. Fundraise the entire amount with fundraisers provided through the school 
c. Combination of the two methods listed above. 

 
9. What fundraisers are we using to help fund this trip? The Cheesecake Fundraiser will be the 

only opportunity for students to raise money for their trip. This fundraiser will start on October 4th. 
**Students who participated in the Cheesecake Fundraiser can apply the money raised towards 
this year’s trip!** 

 
10. How many chaperones are needed for this trip? We plan to use one adult chaperone for 

every ten students. 
 
 

11. How will chaperones pay for their cost? Each chaperone will need to pay close to $110. If 
chaperones have an annual pass, the fee will be close to $70. This will include the park ticket, 2 
meal tickets, and bus transportation. This fee will have to be determined after we have a student 
headcount for the trip. 

 
12. When are the payments due? The student payment plan will be as followed: 

• First deposit ($50) due Monday, August 28th. 
• Second payment ($50) due Monday, September 25th. 
• Third payment ($50) due Monday, October 23rd.  

 
v Chaperone payments will be due on Monday, October 23rd. 
v If a student still owes band fees, any payments made will go towards band fees 

before being applied to trip payments. 
v Please remember that all payments are nonrefundable. We will be spending the 

money as it comes in to make the deposit for transportation and tickets. 
v Please write checks out to “PRHS Band Boosters” and write your student’s name 

in the “memo” section of the check. 
 

13. Will the students ever be “on their own” during this trip?  
Students will be given the privilege to be “on their own” and in groups of at least four during this 
trip. Students will be required to check in with their chaperones at certain times throughout the 
day. The director and each chaperone will determine locations and times for check-in.  

 

14. What faculty/staff will be in charge of the students while on this trip?  
Ms. Annabelle Sarmiento, Mr. Mario Mistretta, Ms. Annamarie Alexander, and Ms. Lindsay 
Greer. A PRHS Administrator will also be at the Universal Studios Theme Park to support the 
Marching Pride. Students will also be assigned to a parent chaperone while on this trip. 
 



 

 

15. What is the Band wearing for this performance?  
Full marching band uniform. Band students will be assigned a specific band t-shirt that will be 
worn throughout the day. The Auxiliary Team will be wearing their Pre-game uniform and warm 
suit.  

 

16. When will the band rehearse? 
a. Thurs. 11/30 4:30-6:00pm (All Marching Pride members) 
b. Thurs. 12/07 4:30-5:30pm (Only Universal Studios Band Trip students) 

 
 

17. Are we using a tour company? No. In order to help keep the cost to a minimum, Ms. 
Sarmiento is making all of the arrangements through Universal Studios and the School District. 
 
 

18. Will we be using a reputable bus company? Yes, the District has helped us secure a contract 
with MBI Florida Bus Charters. 

 
19. When is the next trip meeting? November 9, 2017 at 6:30pm in the auditorium. Students will 

meet their chaperones at this meeting. 
 

20. Will there be another band trip?  Not for the 2017-2018 school year. However, we are hoping 
to travel out of state in the 2018-2019 school year. The destination and date are TBD.  
 
 

21. Who should be contacted if there are questions or concerns? 
Please contact Annabelle Sarmiento, Director of Bands of Palmetto Ridge High School at (239) 
377-4745 or via email at sarmia@collierschools.com.  


